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(6) DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

1.    The Director of Agriculture who is the head of the department is
a technical officer, being a member of the Indian Agricultural Service.    In
addition to the Indian Agricultural Service there are provincial and sub-
ordinate services in the department.    Since 1920 only one appointment has
been made to the imperial service, and recruitment has now definitely been
stopped as a result of the recommendations of the Lee Commission.     The
provincial service has, as may be seen from Statement I, been expanded
during the period of the Reforms from 12 to 16 officers.    From this service
posts for which the dwindling Imperial Service cannot find officers are filled.
This spells a distinct deterioration in quality as all appointments to the pro-
vincial service have been made by promotion from the subordinate agricul-
tural service.   The scheme for a superior provincial service has only just
been completed and recruitment under it has not yet commenced.    When
it is in fulj_working the position will improve as the members of the present
provincial service have not been permanently appointed to the higher posts
of which they are at present holding charge.    Meanwhile the effect is being
felt, especially on the technical side, where the post of Agricultural Engineer
has not been filled since 1926.

Meanwhile, although the provision for direction of the department has
remained practically stationary, the activities of the department have greatly
increased. Receipts and expenditure which are shown in Statement II
have expanded since 1922 by approximately 30 per cent and 13 per cent,
respectively. A start has been made with agricultural education and as
Statement III shows the progress made by the department in the distribu-
tion of improved implements and seeds has been very rapid. The possibili-
ties of .further extension are now limited not so much by the lack of funds as
by the inadequacy of the superior services which are already feeling the
strain.

2.    The department naturally has a popular appeal, and criticism in
the Legislative Council has taken the form of a demand for further expendi-
ture rather than objection to the expenditure proposed.   The demand has
only twice been reduced.    In 1922-23 a lump cut of Rs. 2 lakhs was made
on the ground of general retrenchment in provincial expenditure.   The cut
\vas made without discussion and was met by the curtailment of new expendi-
ture to the extent of Rs. 1,59,266.    In 1925-26 a cut of Rs. 2,500 on account
of the layout of the Khandwa District Office compound was accepted by
Government.     The whole demand was thrown out in 1924 and all new
expenditure in   consequence  curtailed.     Although,   as  remarked  above,
persistent demands have been made for the extension of the activities of the
department, detailed suggestions have been almost entirely absent.

3.    Education has always taken a prominent place in the activities of
the department and a beginning was made as far back as 1886 by the estab-
lishment of an agricultural class  on the Nagpur Farm.     The* course of
study followed by this class covered a period of two years and instruction
was given in English.     The main purpose of thfe class was the training of
future revenue inspectors, although a few students from the land-holding
classes attended.     A second course, covering a period of one year only
and intended for the sons of influential agriculturists, was started in 1901.
This course provided instruction in the vernacular but was abandoned in
1910 as premature.

With the establishment of the Indian Agricultural Service a higher and
more scientific type-of education was made possible and the Agricultural
College, was established in 1906, the standard for entrance to the course
being University matriculation. Naturally an innovation of this nature took
some time to adjust itself to local requirements but, by 1921, two courses of
instruction, one of four years and the other of two years' duration, had been
found to be most suitable and were finally decided on. The longer course

developed on such satisfactory lines, that, when affiliation to the Nagpur